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I, Nature of the Course 

A* This course will involve a detailed examination of the failure of the 
investigation of President John Ft Kennedy’s murder and what that failure 
reveals about some basic institutions in our society such as government, 
law, and the media. From a sociological standpoint, this course is based 
on the pr^nise that as tragic as the death of President Kennedy was, it 
is far overshadowed by the deceit and cover-up which has characterized 
the whole history of this controversy and seriously undermined the 
integrity of government and other basic institutions in our society. 

And given the fact that now, over 35 years later, we have yet to deal 
honestly and objectively with this tragic event suggests that these same 
basic institutions continue to fail us and probably will do so for 
the foreseeable future. 

II. Course Requirements 

A. Required Reading : the following books will be required reading: 

(1) Whitewash: The Report on the Warren Report by Harold Weisberg 

(2) Never Again 1 by Harold Weisberg 

B. Reserve Materials : the following books and articles will be on reserve 
in the library. Seme of these titles you will be required to read and 
others you may use in connection with paper assignments. 

(1) Warren Report 

(2) Hearings and Exhibits of the Warren Commission (26 vols.) 

(3) All of Mr. Weisberg' s books our library holds. 

(4) Accessories After the Fact by Sylvia Meagher 

(5) The Freedom of Information Act and Political Assassinations , Vol. 1 

David R. Wrone (ed.) (3 copies) 

(6) "The JFK Assassination and the Failure of Institutions: The Sociological 
Significance of a Major Historical Event" (2 copies) 

(7) "Senator Russell Dissents” by Harold Weisberg (2 copies) 

(8) JAMA article featuring JFK autopsy doctors (2 copies) 

(9) ’’Press Coverage of the Investigation and Controversy Surrounding 
the JFK Assassination: The Case of Time Magazine" (2 copies) 

C. Papers and Writing Assignments : everyone will do a couple short papers 
(roughly 5 pages) and sane shorter writing assignments (roughly 2 pages). 
Details about each of these assignments will be given later. 

D. Exams : there will be two quizzes on the required reading and a take-home 
final exam which will be comprehensiv e. This take-heme final will be 
handed out a couple days before the end of the term and will be due 

no later than the time of our regularly scheduled final exam, 

E. Grades: your grade for this course will be datemnined roughly as follows: 

(1) papers and writing assignments - 50%; (2) reading quizzes - 25%; 

and (3) final exam - 25%, Class participation, along with attendance, 
will also be taken into consideration. 

F. Attendance : doing well in this course will depend on keeping up with things, 
which means regular attendance is a must. Poor attendance will have some 
adverse impact on your grade. 
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A, For this exercise 1 want each of you to select a portion of testimony and one 
Conmission Exhibit (CE) from the 26 volume Hearings and Exhibits of the 
Warren Commission, The testimony need be no longer than five pages {which 

you may excerpt from the complete testimony of a witness) and the CE can be as 
short as one page (many affidavits are a page or shorter). If there is a 
a particular individual or aspect of evidence that you would like to pursue, 
let me recommend you consult Sylvia Meagher's subject index to the Warren 
Camnission volumes. Some "witnesses" you might want to avoid, Marina Oswald 1 s 
testimony, for example, takes up the better part of two entire volumes, although 
you might be interested in a small portion relevant to seme aspect of the 
case (eg. , where she complains of having to give her testimony under duress , ) . 

I want you to provide a xerox copy of the testimony and CE, and be sure 
to cite it properly when you discuss its meaning, using Professor Wrone’s 
essay as a guide. In terms of discussing it you might consider the inherent 
soundness or credibility of the testimony? dees it support or contradict 
any aspect of the Warren Commission T s conclusions, do the type of questions 
asked make sense, etc. Your analysis or discussion need be no more than a 
few pages, 

B, This will be due next Monday, July 17th. Also be prepared to give a brief 
synopsis of your findings to the rest of the group. 







